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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Acknowledgement has been made of applicant's claim for priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119. This application claims the benefit of the Korean Application No. P2002- 
007361 3 filed on November 25, 2002. 

Drawings 

The drawings received 1 1/24/03 are acceptable for examination purposes. 

Election/Restrictions 

Claims 4-1 3 and 1 6-1 9 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction requirement in the 
reply filed on 12/4/06. 

Re applicant's arguments that the two groups are not independent and thus not 
restrictable, the Office notes that for the purpose of restriction "independent" and 
"distinct" must be considered together. Clearly for reasons already recorded, the 
process and apparatus are distinct; process and apparatus for its practice can be shown 
to be distinct inventions, if either or both of the following can be shown: (A) that the 
process as claimed can be practiced by another materially different apparatus or by 
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hand; or (B) that the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another materially 

different process (MPEP 806.05(e)). 

Applicant fails to adequately rebut prima facie case for restriction. See the. 

following excerpt from the MPEP 802.01: 

"A large number of inventions between which, prior to the 1952 Act, 
division had been proper, are dependent inventions, such as, for example, 
combination and a subcombination thereof; as process and apparatus 
used in the practice of the process; as composition and the process in 
which the composition is used; as process and the product made by such 
process, etc. If section 121 of the 1952 Act were intended to direct the 
Director never to approve division between dependent inventions, the 
word "independent" would clearly have been used alone. If the Director 
has authority or discretion to restrict independent inventions only, then 
restriction would be improper as between dependent inventions, e.g., the 
examples used for purpose of illustration above. Such was clearly not the 
intent of Congress. Nothing in the language of the statute and nothing in 
the hearings of the committees indicate any intent to change the 
substantive law on this subject. On the contrary, joinder of the term 
"distinct" with the term "independent", indicates lack of such intent. The 
law has long been established that dependent inventions (frequently 
termed related inventions) such as used for illustration above may be 
properly divided if they are, in fact, "distinct" inventions, even though 
dependent." 

Therefore, the Office maintains its original restriction requirement over groups I and II 
because said groups are distinct. Group I, claims 1-3, are drawn to an apparatus 
classified in class 134, subclass 56D and Group II, claims 4-13, are drawn to a method 
classified in class 134, subclass 18. Groups I and II are distinct because the apparatus 
claims of Group I can be used to practice another and materially different process which 
does not require determining if a cycle mode selected by the user is in the dishwashing 



mode. For example, the apparatus can be used in other mode cycles; such as a rinse 
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mode of the dishwasher in order to soften the water. Thus claims 4-1 3 and 1 6-1 9 are 
withdrawn from further consideration. 

This application contains claims drawn to an invention nonelected with traverse 
in. A complete reply to the final rejection must include cancellation of nonelected claims 
or other appropriate action (37 CFR 1 .144) See MPEP § 821 .01 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
. 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Crisp, III herein referred to as "Crisp" (US Patent No. 6,799,085). 

Crisp discloses an appliance supply distribution and dispensing system whereby 
a computerized system monitors the supply level(s) and, when necessary, automatically 
orders and delivers additional supplies (Abstract). Crisp addresses the common issue 
that many households in the United States and throughout the world use supplies or 
appliance supplies on a daily basis in connection with appliances such as dishwashing 
machines; to maintain an adequate supply of appliance supplies, consumers must 
continuously supply their homes with various packaged products. This task can be 
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relatively burdensome, Crisp elaborates, in part because the appliance supply 
containers are often heavy, occupy substantial space, and the cost in time spent in 
purchasing and implementing such appliances can be significant. Henceforth proving 
beneficial Crisp's invention for providing an appliance supply distribution and dispensing 
system which solves aforementioned problems by enabling users to obtain one or more 
supplies for an appliance, and which tracks, orders and delivers/distributes the products 
or supplies used or dispensed by the appliances (col. 1 , lines 52-67; col. 2, lines 1-13). 
Furthermore, Crisp teaches an order processing system(s) 14 (controlling part), an 
appliance computer/supply dispensing computer (memory part), and a user interface 
panel or terminal 34 (input part) Which is preferably a conventional touch screen 
adapted to display a plurality of interfaces. Alternatively, other user interfaces such as 
selections, buttons, lights, indicators, or other suitable mechanical or electronic devices 
(knob) may be used in conjunction with the present invention. The user panel is 
adapted to display a plurality of interfaces to the user as illustrated in Figures 4A 
through 4J. The user can use the interface or interface panel 34 or other devices (knob) 
to cause the appliance to use a supply or product; one of ordinarily skill in the art at the 
time of the invention would at once envisage the apparatus of Crisp performing 
functionally responsive to supply mechanisms via a knob, specifically for the purpose of 
integration of water softening supplies. Crisp acknowledges the requirement for 
supplying additives to said dishwashing machines and controlling the hardness level of 
the water in such a machine is known in the art; hard water is known to clog pipes and 
to complicate soap and detergent dissolving in water, therefore utilizing the controlled 
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dispensing system of Crisp aids in overcoming common issues formed by hard water. 
Water softening by the addition of a water softening agent, for example salt water, is a 
known water softening technique and is capable of being performed by the apparatus of 
Crisp because the machine of Crisp provides controlled distribution for said dishwashing 
machine. 

Additionally, re claims 1 , 3, 14, and 15, applicant's "for" language is merely the 
intended use of the apparatus; the limitations immediately following such "for" language 
is not required by the apparatus, nor do these limitations provide any further structural 
delineation for applicant's invention. For that reason, such language is not given 
significant patentable weight, as it is merely applicant's intended use for the apparatus 
and does not provide any further distinguishable structure. 

Re claims 3 and 15, applicant's "if language does not require any further 
structural limitations to applicant's invention; moreover, it does not require that such a 
step is necessitated. It merely ensues that if such a step is performed (knob is turned to 
the right) a subsequent action will occur, but it does not require that said step is 
performed (knob is turned to the right). The Office's interpretation of such a step is not 
required by its currently written claim form. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rita R. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8701. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571) 272-1414. the fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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" MICHAEL BARR 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



